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EARLY YEARS LEARNING AND CHILDCARE
Early Years Census and Data Collection 2026	v. Apr-26
  
Requirements
Part 1: Child Level Data Collection
· Early Education Funding Actuals
· My Details

Part 2: Funding Agreement Data Collection
· Data Collection Form Submission
· Staff Record Check and Update
· Sufficiency Data Check and Update
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Deadline Dates
[image: Daily calendar with solid fill]Spring 2026
Week: 12 to 16 January 2026 inclusive

To be completed by
Part 1: Funding Actuals (Child) & My Details (Establishment) 16 January 2026
Part 2:   Data Collection 2 February 2026









[image: Daily calendar with solid fill]Summer 2026
Week: 18 to 22 May 2026 inclusive

To be completed by
Part 1: Funding Actuals (Child) & My Details (Establishment) 22 May 2026
Part 2:   Data Collection 31 May 2026








[image: Daily calendar with solid fill]Autumn 2026
Week: 28 September to 2 October 2026 inclusive

To be completed by
Part 1: Funding Actuals (Child) & My Details (Establishment) 2 October 2026
Part 2:   Data Collection 31 October 2026













From January 2026, the census and data collection for Early Years has changed.  In line with the statutory requirements the collection of data will be termly.  All providers that have signed a Funding Agreement must complete Part 1 of the requirements if applicable and all of Part 2.

Available Guidance
· Funding Actuals
· My Details
· Data Collection Form
· Staff Record Check and Update
· Sufficiency Data Check and Update

Need Help?
[image: Warning outline]Email or Call

Part 1: Child Level Data Collection including My Details
Early Years Finance Team
earlyyearsfinance@norfolk.gov.uk

Part 2: Funding Agreement Data Collection
Early Years Team
earlyyearsandchildcare@norfolk.gov.uk

01603 222300



















How the Local Authority uses the data
The data collected is collated and submitted to the Department for Education (DfE) to meet our statutory requirement.  The additional information collected will help inform future support and strategy for the Early Years’ Service.
Our privacy note - Children's Services (Education) privacy notice - Norfolk County Council

Further information concerning the legislation and DfE guidance is available here –
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/complete-the-early-years-census/statutory-requirement-data-sharing-and-regulations
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